272      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
Her Majesty took her spring " outing " at Florence
and after she had left the Villa Palmieri (lenl
by Lady Crawford), a quick-witted ehambermaic
made a pile of lire by selling scraps of blotting-papei
warranted to have been " used by the Queen oj:
England I"
My venerable Scottish friend, Mr. J. Crowle.
of Montreal, an author of distinction, and a de-
voted loyalist, tells me he remembers the late
King's visit to Canada and the United States :
On the Prince's arrival at Montreal on the
25th. of August I860, the streets were thronged
by eager multitudes.   To have a good look at him,
like Zaccheus of old, I climbed a tree in the Place
d' Arnaes to see the pageant passing by, and cheered
for all I was worth.   I attended the Levee at the
Town Hall, and witnessed the amusing contre-
temps that ensued when Rev. Dr. Mathieson de-
clined to present the address of his Synod to the
Prince,    On being told that he must not read it
(as the representatives of the Roman Catholic and
Anglican Churches had just done), but simply hand
it to the Secretary, with offended dignity he in-
formed the Governor-General that such a course
would neither be satisfactory to the deputation
nor respectful to the Church he represented.   So
saying,  he rolled up the parchment, handed it
to the Synod clerk, and proudly marched away.
The   Prince   was   visibly   exercised   when   one
of the staff whispered audibly, " That's Scotch.**
The  amende   honorable was  made  a few days
later  at   Kingston,  when  the   Synod's   address
was  read  by the  old   Doctor,   and graciously
received by His Royal Highness.   It fell to me to
draft the address from "the inhabitants of the